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Screening 
TwilighT
criTical approacheS To a 
cinemaTic phenomenon

Wickham Clayton & Sarah Harman (Eds)

The Twilight saga, a series of five films adapted from Stephanie Meyer’s four vampire novels, 
has been a sensation, both at the box office and through the attention it has won from fans. 
This series has also been the subject of criticism and sometimes derision – from critics 
and on occasion even from fans. But it also offers rich opportunities for analytic and critical 
attention, which the contributors to Screening Twilight demonstrate with energy and style.

Through examining Twilight, the book unpacks how this popular group of films work as 
cinematic texts, what they have to say about cinema and culture today, and how fans may 
seek to re-read or subvert these messages. The chapters address Twilight in the context of 
the vampire and myth, in terms of genre and reception, identity, gender and sexuality, and 
through re-viewing the series fandom.

Screening Twilight is also a revelation of how a popular cinematic phenomenon like Twilight 
rewards close attention from contemporary critical scholars of cinema and culture.

‘Harman and clayton have gathered together a dynamic mix of writers who 
tackle the series in all its complexities […] this book is a must-read.’
Stacey Abbott, Reader in Film and Television Studies, University of Roehampton

‘Screening Twilight […] examines not only the texts but also how fans and critics 
have responded to them and it opens up a lively discussion of the cultural 
significance of this new twist in the vampire tale. in short, this is a terrific book.’
Milly williams, Senior Lecturer in Film and TV Studies, Brunel University

WickHaM clayton’s completed PhD thesis for Roehampton University is on the aesthetics 
of the Friday the 13th film franchise and he has contributed to several edited collections.

saraH HarMan is researching the role of the masochistic female body in paracinema at 
Brunel University.
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